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BEMM RIVER COMMUNITY RECREATION CENTRE REPORT FOR NETWORK AGM

Over the last 12 months the Centre has had a great number of activities but no regular classes. As our clients are mostly aged and not looking for work the dropping of ACFE funding has lowered our stress and increased our needs to do things that our community wants to do.

Our craft ladies and many more from within the Community started knitting for the aids babies with over 100 items sent off to East Timor.

We held an Italian Night with all things Italian being explored. Food, Music, Trivia and dress, a large attendance was experienced and our volunteers took up the challenge and catered with great results. We had 2 local boys/men who were the waiters.  No one was hungry and many tasted too much vino. Great Night.
We held a Big Health Day Out, with Orbost Regional Health sending a team of health workers  and offering all sorts of information,  free blood sugar and pressure tests. This was such a success it is happening again this year with more health professionals’ offering their services.

Our Garden group has been very busy as it takes a lot of time pruning, mowing and maintaining our lovely native garden. We received a small equipment grant to purchase a lawn mower.

Our joint venture with the Shire has produced Community Access to the School Bus and we had a launch for this at the Centre as we were the first small community to push this to the end.

Jewelry, crocheting, knitting, sewing and many more activities were carried on by our craft groups with a great range of items being produced. Many of these were sold at our annual open day over the Christmas break. The Open Day had a large attendance with people queuing up at the doors before opening time waiting for the cakes that were on offer.

Orbost Garden Club came to Bemm and attended our Centre to have a look at our surrounds and general craft items. 

At Christmas we held our Annual Community Christmas Party with all welcome for free and a great night was had by all who attended.

Holiday Children’s activities are always a popular time with as many as 25 children attending each with their parents resulting in a full house and the parents usually doing the activities as well as their children. This year we made from Mobiles out of shells and driftwood to place mats with the children’s photos and laminated to protect the keepsakes inside.
 Orbost Probus Club and Lakes Bridge Club both visited Bemm during the year and attended the Community Centre one for lunch the other for afternoon tea. Catered for by our volunteers.

The Community centre has instigated the purchase of a defribulator for the township which is in the process of being organized and we will hold classes on how to work it and CPR in the near future.

Pie Night in Bemm was our Community night with football as the theme and 150th celebrations for the AFL meant we received donations from the AFL and some football teams.

The final activity for this year was the Mystery Bus trip which saw 30 people paying a token amount to hop on a bus to who knows where. We left Bemm at 8 am and returned at 6.30 pm.On approaching the highway everyone was asked where they thought we were heading left or right. We went right and continued to Eden where we had an eventful day with lunch and a visit to the Whale museum ending on the way home at Boyd town for afternoon tea a late one at that but much needed as the weather was icy cold and the wind shocking.
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